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THE  AREA 

The  Illinois  Department  of  Conservation  wel¬ 
comes  you  to  Coffeen  Lake,  a  1,100-acre  cooling 
lake  in  Montgomery  County  near  Coffeen,  Illinois. 
Coffeen  Lake  is  an  attractive  site  with  a  history 
of  providing  anglers  good  success.  In  1986,  the 
Illinois  Department  of  Conservation  signed  a  25- 
year  lease  with  Central  Illinois  Public  Service  Com¬ 
pany  granting  authority  to  manage  the  lake  and 
certain  acreage  for  public  recreational  use.  Fish¬ 
ing,  boating,  picnicking,  trapping  and  other  activ¬ 
ities  are  currently  offered. 

HISTORY 

The  Central  Illinois  Public  Service  Company  built 
a  75-foot  high  earthen  dam  on  a  branch  of  the 
East  Fork  of  Shoal  Creek  in  1963.  The  lake  was 
completely  filled  by  1966  and  now  serves  as  cool¬ 
ing  water  for  the  coal-fired  Coffeen  Power  Station. 
The  Power  Station  has  a  generating  capacity  of 
945  megawatts  of  electricity  with  the  first  unit  com¬ 
ing  into  operation  in  1965  and  the  larger,  second 
unit  in  1972.  The  heated  discharge  affects  73% 
of  the  surface  water.  The  cooling  loop  is  4.1  miles. 

NATURAL  SCENE 

The  oak-hickory  forests  surrounding  Coffeen 
Lake  are  representative  of  the  native  cover  type 
found  within  the  Southern  Till  Plain  Natural  Divi¬ 
sion  of  central  and  southern  Illinois.  Soils  are  of 
loess  and  till,  rather  light  and  a  characteristic 
“claypan”  can  be  found.  Pre-settlement  vegeta¬ 
tion  was  a  mixture  of  60%  forest  to  40%  prairie 
and  wetlands.  A  variety  of  trees,  woodland  and 
prairie  plants  cover  the  slopes  of  the  stream  val¬ 
ley.  Visitors  may  also  find  a  diverse  wildlife  com¬ 
munity.  Muskrats,  turtles,  herons  and  mussels  are 
seen  in  or  near  the  water.  Red-tailed  hawk,  blue 
jay  or  a  dragon  fly  might  be  seen  in  the  air.  Bob- 
white,  coyote,  white-tailed  deer  and  black  rat 
snake  are  common  to  the  area.  The  opportunity 
to  observe  and  enjoy  our  rich  wildlife  heritage  is 
available. 

THE  LAKE 

Coffeen  Lake  boasts  an  excellent  largemouth 
bass  and  channel  catfish  population.  Twenty-two 
species  of  fish  are  present  in  the  lake,  but  most 
anglers  seek  bass,  white  crappie,  channel  cat¬ 
fish,  bullhead,  yellow  bass,  bluegill,  and  carp. 
The  lake  is  deeper  than  most  Illinois  lakes,  averag¬ 
ing  nearly  19  feet  with  a  maximum  depth  of  59 
feet.  Coffeen  Lake  has  over  49  miles  of  shoreline. 


Power  plant  operation  noticeably  influences  fish 
activity  and  fishing  success.  Fish  growth  appears 
to  be  faster  than  in  many  other  lakes,  however. 

FACILITIES 

Boating:  A  two-lane  ramp  and  two  single-lane 
ramps  provide  access  for  launching.  Motors  of 
25  horsepower  or  less  are  allowed.  Sailboating, 
swimming  and  water  skiing  are  prohibited.  Boat 
and  water  safety  is  urged. 

Fishing:  Bank  fishing  is  available  at  all  boat  ac¬ 
cess  areas.  Considerable  acreage  is  open  for 
bank  fishing  where  parking  is  present.  Posted 
site  specific  regulations  for  bass  and  crappie  are 
enforced.  All  fishing  tournaments  must  be  sched¬ 
uled  through  the  site  office. 

Picnicking,  camping  concessions:  Toilets,  drink¬ 
ing  water  and  picnic  facilities  are  available  at  the 
Main  access  area.  A  private  campground  is  lo¬ 
cated  just  to  the  north  of  the  Main  access  area. 
Bait,  supplies  and  food  can  be  obtained  there. 

Trapping:  A  controlled  aquatic  furbearer  trapping 
program  allows  the  harvest  of  a  valued  renewable 
resource. 

As  a  new  site,  Coffeen  Lake  State  Fish  &  Wildlife 
Area  will  gain  more  use  and  develop,  yet  serve 
as  a  natural  area  that  should  be  managed,  pre¬ 
served  and  appreciated. 

Please  -  Do  your  part  in  maintaining  a  clean 
area.  Place  all  litter  in  the  nearest  trash  container. 
No  trees  or  other  plants  may  be  removed  or  dam¬ 
aged.  All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash.  No  ground 
fires.  If  you  need  help  or  have  a  question,  contact 
site  personnel. 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 

Groups  of  25  or  more  persons  will  not  be  admitted 
to  any  state  site  unless  permission  from  the  Site 
Superintendent  has  been  obtained  to  use  the 
facilities.  In  addition,  groups  of  minors  must  have 
adequate  supervision  and  at  least  one  respon¬ 
sible  adult  must  accompany  each  group  of  15 
minors. 

Numerous  state  sites  are  within  easy  access  of 
every  part  of  Illinois.  Lodges,  cabins  and  dining 
rooms  are  important  features  of  Illinois  Beach, 
Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette,  and  Giant  City; 
White  Pines  Forest  and  Cave-In-Rock  have  cab¬ 
ins  and  dining  rooms  only.  Reservations  for  lodg¬ 
ing  should  be  made  with  lodge  managers. 


Most  state  sites  are  open  year-round,  except 
on  Christmas  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day.  When 
weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of 
roads  during  freezing  and  thawing  periods,  ac¬ 
cess  to  facilities  is  by  foot  only. 

For  more  details  about  this  site,  contact  Site 
Superintendent,  Coffeen  Lake  State  Fish  &  Wild¬ 
life  Area.  PO.  Box  517,  Coffeen,  Illinois  62017- 
0517,  phone:  (217)  537-3351.  For  more  information 
on  other  parks  and  state  fish  &  wildlife  areas, 
write  the  Illinois  Department  of  Conservation,  Di¬ 
vision  of  Land  Management,  524  South  Second 
Street,  Springfield,  Illinois  62701-1787. 


The  Illinois  Department  of  Conservation  receives  federal  financial  assistance  and  therefore  must 
comply  with  the  federal  anti-discrimination  laws  In  compliance  with  the  Illinois  Human  Rights  Act. 
the  Illinois  Constitution,  Title  VI  of  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act.  Section  504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act 
of  1973  as  amended,  and  the  U  S  Constitution,  the  Illinois  Department  of  Conservation  does  not 
discriminate  of  the  basis  of  race,  color,  sex,  national  origin,  age,  or  disability  If  you  believe  you 
have  been  discriminated  against  in  any  program,  activity,  or  facility  please  contact  the  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity  Officer,  Department  of  Conservation,  524  S  Second  St  Spnngf  eid.  IL 
62701-1787.  (217)  782-7616  or  the  Office  of  Human  Resources,  U  S  Fish  &  Wildlife  Service. 
Washington,  D  C.  20240.  Printed  by  the  Authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
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